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BROMBOROUGH EVANGELICAL CHURCH 

ROMANS INTENSIVE  

Week 1 of 6 – General Overview, and  Introduction in 1:16-17 

Introduction 

In this first session we’re mainly going to take something of an overview of Romans. We’ll look 
at: 

• the importance of the letter 
• the nature of the letter 
• the complexity of the letter 
• the overall structure of the letter 

and then finally we’ll look at: 
• the introductory section (1 vv1-17) in more detail 

In the following five weeks we’ll look at: 

• the five sections into which the book is divided, and which are bookmarked between the 
introduction and conclusion passages. (Bear in mind that other outlines are available!) 

• The final session, as well as covering the fifth section, will also include the conclusion of 
the book, and a brief overview of what we will have covered in the full six weeks. 

• If time permits, we may also cover one or two cameo studies, such as the ‘Romans 
Route’ to explaining the gospel. 

The format of each session: 

• I will speak about the text 
• I will also aim to include a bit of discussion 
• You can ask questions (as long as you don’t expect me to know all the answers!) 
• Quiz 

Please bear in mind though that when I outline a structure for a series, it is only provisional, as I 
am not averse to amending it if circumstances or timings suggest or dictate. 

It’s perhaps worth just saying right at the start that these sessions will come from more a  
teaching than a preaching perspective.  

So, enjoy these studies, and let’s get stuck in… 

1. The importance and impact of Paul’s letter to the Romans 
Well-known people influenced by Paul’s Letter to the Romans 
• Augustine 
• Martin Luther 
• John Wesley 

2. The nature of Paul’s letter to the Romans, and why he wrote it 

But what is the nature or literary type of the Book of Romans?  Is it, for example history, 
wisdom, doctrinal, pastoral, or what? 

Some people even go so far as to think of Romans as a comprehensive systematic theology. 
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However, I would exercise caution regarding this view on systematic theology, and for two 
reasons: 

Firstly - It does not draw from the whole Bible 

Secondly - It is not just an academic study of doctrine, but rather it is written in a pastoral 
context, to a local church and addressing their issues and his concerns for them. 

It would be all too easy to lose sight of the pastoral issues behind Paul’s letter, and so we need 
to ask not just what Paul is writing, but also why he is writing. If we fail to do this we may risk 
trying to help our fellow Christians in their needs and concerns from a dry, impractical, 
uncaring, unsympathetic and legalistic position, rather than to come across as people full of the 
compassion of Christ (and as exhibited by the apostle Paul). 

3. The complexity of Paul’s letter to the Romans 

Do you think it is a clear letter to understand, or is it difficult? How about if I were to suggest that 
both statements are true? The truth of the gospel is crystal clear. Yet in many places Paul’s 
writing style in this letter is quite complex and can be confusing.  

Perhaps Paul was attempting to slow the Romans down and cause them to think about complex 
issues.  
 
4. The structure of Paul’s letter to the Romans 

Robert Godfrey’s organisation of the letter, which we will use: 

1. Introduction (1:1–17) 

****** 

2. Salvation Needed (1:18–3:20) 

3. Salvation Provided (3:21–5:21) 

4. Salvation Experienced (6:1–8:39) 

5. Salvation Assured (9:1–11:36) 

6. Salvation Lived Out (12:1–15:7) 

****** 

7. Conclusion (15:8–16:27) 

Now, not only does the letter move in a logical flow from one section to the next. More than that, 
many writers also identify within the letter a chiastic structure, or chiasm (or chiasmus).  

Chiasm refers to a sequence of elements of a sentence or verse, paragraph, chapter or even 
book which are then repeated and developed – but in reverse order.  Here’s a simple example 
from Mark 2 v27: 

 ‘The Sabbath was made for man and not man for the Sabbath.’ 

Substitute each element with a letter – where Sabbath is A and man is B, and the chiasm would 
read ‘A was made for B and not B for A’. In other words, the structure is ABB’A’. 
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So in this example, with man (B) at the centre of the chiasm, and Sabbath (A) at the edges the 
structure emphasises the priority of human well-being over rigid legalism. It is not dismissing 
the Sabbath, but rather is emphasising its true relevance. 

So, let’s return to the overall structure of Romans. Ignoring the introduction and conclusion, 
Romans’ overall chiastic structure reads: ABCB’A’. 

A = Salvation Needed (1:18–3:20) 

B = Salvation Provided (3:21–5:21) 

C = Salvation Experienced (6:1–8:39) 

B = Salvation Assured (9:1–11:36) 

A = Salvation Lived Out (12:1–15:7) 

So, unless we see our need of salvation (A), and unless we see it provided (B), we will never 
experience it (C). And unless we experience it we will never know assurance of salvation (B’) 
and therefore never live it out (C’). 

Or, expressed slightly differently, living out the Christian life (A’) can only happen if we see our 
need (A). And assurance (B’) leading to living out our need, namely salvation, must be provided 
(B). And the turning point, the crossover point, the watershed, is salvation experienced (C). It is 
only then that the provision (B) leads to personal  assurance of salvation (B’) which helps us to 
live out (A’) the Christian life, which need to do as Christians (A).  

5. The introduction of Paul’s letter to the Romans (1 vv1-17) 

Romans as unique in terms of the length of his introduction. And in its 7 introductory/greetings 
verses tell us a lot about Paul, his gospel and his audience. Let’s take a quick look. 

a. Paul 
b. The readers 
c. The subject of the letter 
Look back to verses 2-4 and we are told some things by Paul about what the gospel is: 
 
‘which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures— 3 concerning 
his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who was a descendant of David[b] according to the 
flesh 4 and was appointed to be the powerful Son of God according to the Spirit of 
holiness[c] by the resurrection of the dead.’ 
This is the message we still preach today. 
 
Then in verses16-17:  
The gospel is the power of God for salvation, for everyone who believes, Jew and gentile alike. 
And in verse 17: ‘… in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith, just as it is 
written: The righteous will live by faith. 
 
 
And we’ll take our studies up from this point next, and will look at ch1 v18 – ch3 v20 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%201&version=CSB#fen-CSB-27919b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%201&version=CSB#fen-CSB-27920c

