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BROMBOROUGH EVANGELICAL CHURCH 

‘ROMANS INTENSIVE’  

Week 6 of 6 – Salvation Assured (chapters 12-16) 

1. Salvation Lived Out (12:1–15:7) 

The overall structure of Paul’s letter to the Romans is the same as that of many of his 
other letters – doctrine is followed by practical application Is he just tacking a few little 
practical tips on the end, such that we’re even tempted not to pay much attention until 
we hear the word ‘application’. I think not. Paul’s writing is always more sophisticated 
than that. There have been plenty of good teaching points and applications throughout. 

Chapters 1-11 have laid out the mercies of God. Pau now calls on believers to respond 
with dedication. So what we have here from chapter 12 onwards, to early in chapter 15, 
are some very specific applications, arising out of the doctrinal teachings already 
spoken about. 

• Chapter 12 is about living as the body of Christ. 
• Chapter 13 is about a Christian’s duty to the state. 
• Chapter 14 (through to chapter 15 verse 7) is about Christian freedom and 

responsibility. 

Let’s just say a few words about each chapter.   

Chapter 12 – Living as the body of Christ  

Note 12 vv1-2 as our starting point. 

‘Therefore, brothers and sisters, in view of the mercies of God, I urge you to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; this is your 
true worship.[a] 2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, so that you may discern what is the good, pleasing, and 
perfect will of God.’ 

Being ‘conformed’ to this world, this present age, is what we do naturally. What is more 
challenging is being ‘transformed’ to living in a better world, which in a sense we have 
already entered into at conversion, where the Holy Spirit living in us is a guarantee.  

And so the transformation must begin in this world. We are to present our bodies as 
‘living sacrifices’ – body, mind and will – to the service of God. This is our true worship. 
Worship is thus much more than just what we do for a couple of hours on a Sunday. It is 
not a part-time commitment but a total surrender expressed in everyday life. 

In verses 3-8 Paul takes up the idea of the church being a body of believers, a theme he 
also writes about in 1 Corinthians 12. The body has many parts, each with their own 
individual functions. There is both unity and diversity within the body of Christ.  

We can’t use gifts (functions) which we haven’t got, but we are to use those which we 
have got, and to the best of our God-given ability and for the blessing of the whole body.    

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2012%20&version=CSB#fen-CSB-28232a
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Then in verses 9-21 (you can look them up) Paul shoots a load of rapid-fire exhortations: 

We’ve no time this evening to comment on each of these exhortations. (I can see a 
whole sermon series evolving from those few verses!) But if I can summarise verse 18 
onwards, it’s this: Don’t avenge yourselves; leave that to God, for vengeance belongs to 
him. Rather than let evil get the better of you, you are to conquer evil with good. 

So we may summarise chapter 12 as a blueprint for gospel-shaped living. It shows how 
theology must lead to transformation. The believer, renewed by grace, becomes a living 
sacrifice—serving others, loving sincerely, and reflecting Christ in every sphere of life. 
So this chapter is not merely practical; it is profoundly spiritual, revealing the beauty of 
a life surrendered to God. 

Chapter 13 - a Christian’s duty to the state 

On an initial reading there is much that raises alarm in this chapter. It begins: 

Let everyone submit to the governing authorities, since there is no authority 
except from God, and the authorities that exist are instituted by God. 2 So then, 
the one who resists the authority is opposing God’s command, and those who 
oppose it will bring judgment on themselves. 

And it doesn’t seem to get any better. We see bad and evil government, we see 
persecution of Christians, we see governments whom we are told are God’s servants  
yet certainly don’t act like it. And the chapter goes on. 

On the other hand, how interesting that the previous chapter ends with the statement 
that vengeance belongs to God, and that we are not to be conquered by evil, but to 
conquer evil with good. Are these statements intended to colour how we are to read 
chapter 13? And then there’s Peter and John’s answer to the Sanhedrin when they were 
told by the Sanhedrin that they must not speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus: 
‘Whether it’s right in the sight of God for us to listen to you rather than to God, you 
decide; 20 for we are unable to stop speaking about what we have seen and heard.’ And 
as well, the statement made by the apostle Peter in Acts 5 v29 to the Sanhedrin that, 
‘We must obey God rather than people.’ 

So let’s see if we can unpack Romans chapter 13 a little bit. We’ll look at the views 
expressed by three evangelical writers in the late 20th century: 

• Stuart Olyott (Baptist and Reformed) in The Gospel as it really is 
• John Stott (Anglican, not totally Reformed) in The Message of Romans 
• Dr Martyn Lloyd Jones (Congregationalist and Reformed) in Romans 13 – Life in Two 

Kingdoms 

The first point to note is that none of these three men advocate slavish obedience to the 
state even when it sins or calls on us to sin. Their expressed views are also to some 
degree coloured by their target readership. 

In summary: 
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Olyott: Submission and simplicity. Offers clarity and simplicity, ideal for devotional and 
congregational use. 

Sott: Conscientious engagement. Provides the middle ground – biblically faithful, 
socially engaged, and pastorally wise. 

Lloyd Jones: Theological depth in political tension. Delivers depth and historical 
insight, challenging believers to think critically about power, conscience, and Christian 
identity in society. 

Comparative Summary 

Theme Lloyd-Jones Stott Olyott 

View of 
Government 

Ordained by God, 
restrains evil 

God’s servant for 
justice 

God-ordained authority 

Submission 
Godly, not slavish; with 
limits 

Conscientious and 
respectful 

Simple obedience unless 
commanded to sin 

Use of the Sword 
Includes just war and 
capital punishment 

Symbol of execution 
and justice 

Not deeply explored 

Church-State 
Distinction 

Strong historical and 
theological divide 

Advocates balanced 
engagement 

Focuses on practical 
Christian conduct 

Tone 
Theological and 
historical 

Pastoral and 
missional 

Clear and accessible 

Chapter 14 v1 – 15v7 - Christian freedom and responsibility. 

It’s interesting to note the two section headings which the CSB has inserted into this 
chapter. Of course, they are not part of the infallible divine Word, but they are very 
revealing by their juxtaposition, and a sort of tension between them. (Paul deals with 
this theme as well in 1 Corinthians 10.) 

Verses 1-12 speak about the ‘Law of Liberty’ (i.e. freedom) and then verses 13-23 
speak about the ‘Law of Love’. 

I am free in Christ from the various legal regulations of the law.  No longer must I be tied 
to rules about diet or about sacred days. But some believers are ‘weak’, says Paul, and 
feel bound to follow these rules; whilst other believers who are ‘strong’ feel their liberty 
in Christ. Note though that Paul does not actually condemn either group (even though 
he refers to one as ‘weak’ whilst the other as ‘strong’) but he insists rather that each 
person must act from faith and conscience, and refrain from judging the other. The Lord 
alone is master of each servant, and all will stand before his judgment seat. It is not for 
us to judge them. 

And this is where verses 13-23 kick in. Although the law of liberty means I can do 
certain things, Paul has a deeper concern: not the correctness of one’s views, but the 
impact of one’s actions on others. The strong must not flaunt their liberty if it causes the 
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weak to stumble. The kingdom of God is not about food and drink but about 
righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit. He encourages believers to pursue 
what leads to peace and mutual upbuilding, even if it means sacrificing personal 
freedoms for the sake of love. 

We live today in a very individualist world. We have abandoned the restraints of a holy 
God lovingly given for our ultimate wellbeing and protection, and for that of others too. 
We have become once again like the people referred to in the final verse of the Book of 
Judges (21 v25), ‘In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did whatever 
seemed right to him.’ Sadly, this individualism has crept into the church and not just the 
world. 

Finally within this section we see chapter 15 vv1-7, where Christ is shown to be our 
example and our unity. Note especially verses 3-7: 

Paul is not writing technical theological language here. Even though he does do that in 
some places, in this passage what comes across is a warm pastoral sensitivity. He calls 
for a harmony between believers, and for us to welcome one another. Of course, in 
some of Paul’s letters he does come down hard on those troublemakers and heretics 
who are disrupting a church. But our default position should be a gospel unity. We are to 
welcome one another, just as Christ welcomed us. You might ask why you should 
welcome someone. But the real question should be, why should and why did Christ 
welcome you (and me)?!  

Let’s just very quickly summarise the rest of the letter as we draw out studies towards a 
close. 

Chapter 15 vv8-33: 

Paul explains that Christ became a servant to the Jews to confirm God’s promises and 
to extend mercy to the Gentiles, fulfilling Scripture’s vision of all nations glorifying God. 
He prays that believers would abound in hope through the Holy Spirit. Paul then affirms 
the Roman Christians’ maturity but explains that his boldness in writing stems from his 
calling as a minister to the Gentiles, offering them to God as a sanctified people. He 
recounts his ministry from Jerusalem to Illyricum, always preaching where Christ was 
not yet known. Paul shares his desire to visit Rome en route to Spain, but first he must 
deliver aid to poor believers in Jerusalem, contributed by Gentile churches. He 
emphasizes the spiritual debt Gentiles owe to Jewish believers and asks for prayer—for 
protection from unbelievers in Judea and for his ministry to be accepted—so that he 
may come to Rome with joy and peace. 

Chapter 16 

Romans 16 is Paul’s personal and heartfelt conclusion to his epistle, highlighting the 
deep relational fabric of the early church. He begins by commending Phoebe, a servant 
of the church in Cenchreae, urging the Roman believers to welcome and assist her. Paul 
then sends greetings to over two dozen individuals, including Priscilla and Aquila, 
Andronicus and Junia, and others who laboured faithfully in the Lord. These greetings 
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reflect the diversity, unity, and mutual care within the body of Christ, with several 
women noted for their significant ministry roles. Such should be our same concerns 
and desires today. 

Paul warns the church to be vigilant against those who cause divisions and teach 
contrary doctrine, urging believers to remain wise in what is good and innocent 
regarding evil. He assures them that God will soon crush Satan under their feet, 
reinforcing hope and spiritual victory. 

Additional greetings come from Paul’s companions, including Timothy, Tertius (the 
scribe), and Gaius, Paul’s host. 

And finally, Paul closes with a majestic doxology (vv25-27), praising God for revealing 
the mystery of the gospel to all nations and calling them to the obedience of faith. 
Romans 16 celebrates gospel partnership, spiritual discernment, and the glory of God 
through Jesus Christ. 

***** 

Book recommendations: 

Olyott, Stuart, The Gospel as it Really is, Darlington: Evangelical Press, 1979 

Robertson, O. Palmer, The Israel of God [especially chapter 6], Phillipsburg: P&R 
Publishing, 2000 

Stott, John R. W., The Message of Romans, Leicester: Inter-Varsity Press, 1994 


